ER POINT PRESS
Martin Hoffman &
.

Should

A Year In Tt
of a Bridge Pro



CONTENTS

Introduction
JANUARY
1 Resisting Temptation in New York
2 Snow, Sun and Bridge in Switzerland
FEBRUARY
3 Too Many Trump Losers
4 An Unusual Endplay in Den Haag
5 What Can Go Wrong?
MARCH
6 Vanderbilt Adventure in Boston
7 A Question of Timing
8 Which Squeeze?
9 Loose Talk Costs Contracts
APRIL
10 Who Holds the King?
11 Finesse or Break?
12 How Many Stoppers Do You Need?
13  Where There Are Twelve Tricks...
14 Easter in London
MAY
15 To Finesse or Not to Finesse
16 Overrun by an Irish Invasion
17 Playing Double Dummy
18 Big Money in Las Vegas
19 It's a Simple Game
20 Red Herring in the Midlands
JUNE
21 Just Show Up in Estonia
22 A Tough Squeeze to Break Up
23 Morton Visits the French Riviera
24  Too Many Cooks...
25 Paying Attention to Detail
26 Trump Substitutes at the World Cup

10
14
19

22
27
31
34

38
42
46
50
54

58
62
66
70
75
79

82
86
91
95
99
103



JULY
27 ABrief Sojourn in France
28 Napping in Sunny San Francisco

29 Have a Second String to Your Bow

30 Know Your Suit Combinations
31 Too Tough, Even for the Best
AUGUST

32 Gratuitous Clue in Brighton
33 Why Finesse?

34 A Little Counting is Needed
SEPTEMBER

35 Leadingin Leeds

36 Choosing a Discard in Wales
OCTOBER

37 Unexpected Ruffs

38 High Hopes in Bournemouth
39 Playing the Percentages
NOVEMBER

40 Winter in Where?

41 Those ‘Useless’ Small Cards
42 What Do You Discard?

43  Two Tricks Short

44 Drawing Trumps?

45 Reading the Distribution
DECEMBER

46 Which Finesse?

47 lIrritating John

48 Simple Hands Can be Tough Too

108
112
117
121
125

129
133
137

141
145

149
153
157

161
166
170
174
180
184

188
192
196



INTERMEDIATE

TRAVEL THE WORLD OF BRIDGE
WITH MARTIN HOFFMAN

After surviving the Nazi death camps, Martin Hoffman
moved to England and discovered a talent for bridge. He
went on to achieve great success in tournament play, and
at his peak was known as the best pairs player in Europe,
if not in the world. He was especially skilled at scoring
well despite playing with much weaker partners. His chief
weapons were his speed of thought, his imagination, and his
brilliant cardplay. In this exciting book, Martin Hoffman
joins with bridge writer Marc Smith to tell the reader
exactly what his thinking was while he was playing some of
his most spectacular deals — from the initial bidding right
through to their triumphant conclusion.

Martin Hoffman (1929-2018) was a Czech-born
player and writer (this is one of his eight books on
the game). His memoir, Bridging Two Worlds, was

released posthumously in 2019 from Master Point
. i Press.

Marc Smith is a well-known bridge writer who
contributes regularly to magazines. His best-known

Sl book is 25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know
.& (with Barbara Seagram).
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