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NOVICE/INTERMEDIATE

BRIDGE LESSONS FOR ASPIRING PLAYERS

The instructive material in this book is presented in a novel way, as if
the author is delivering a series of bridge lessons to a small group of
enthusiasts. Occasionally, members of the audience ask questions, or
make comments.

Twelve important topics have been chosen, describing defensive
techniques that you might apply several times during every session
you play. Each lesson contains at least eight illustrative full deals,
which are fully explained in David Bird’s clear and lucid style. There
is then a set of recap questions to test you on the chosen topic, along
with the answers. Finally, there are four defense problems, which can
be solved with the techniques just described.

Early lessons cover the basics of defense, signaling to partner,
defensive communications, continue or switch, also a novel lesson
on opening leads, based on results from computer analysis. You
may be surprised how much there is to learn about these apparently
straightforward elements of defense. Later, you can enjoy lessons on
making declarer’s life difficult, scoring ruffs and promotions, keeping
the right cards, unblocking techniques, the forcing defense, breaking
declarer’s communications, and counting in defense. You can sharpen
your defense by revisiting these lessons time and again.

DAVID BIRD (Southampton, UK) has written over 160
bridge books. He is well known for his clear explanations
and economical writing style. The winner of a record 11
American Bridge Teacher’s Association Book of the Year
awards, he is entitled to be ranked among the very top
bridge teachers via the written word. He and Thelma,

married for 48 years, have a daughter, a son, and two
grandchildren.
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